Have you “Received” the Holy Ghost since you Believed?
Act 19:2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 
Received [Strong’s Concordance]  to get hold of
Joe 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;

Act 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Act 2:39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
The Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh.  It has been given to every one that has believed.  But, have they “gotten hold of it?”
Act 19:3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 

Act 19:4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.
Act 19:5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Act 19:6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 
Every believer has the power of God, or grace working from the inside out.  But, the Holy Spirit is like my computer.  Although my computer will do many things, if I do not have an understanding of those things and how they operate, It does not fully benefit me.

That is why every believer should do a thorough, personal study of the Holy Spirit.  When I did that myself, I was surprised at the things that I found and at the things that I did not find.  You see, I was programed to listen to a voice that was not always the Holy Spirit and it kept me from fully experiencing the things that God had for me.

The “baptism of the Holy Spirit” is just a different aspect of the Holy Spirit that has been deposited in every believer. Although it is part of the program that comes with the package, not everyone is aware of what they have and until they become aware of it, and until they invite its use into their lives, it often lies dormant.  

The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to connect us to the things of the Spirit by by-passing the natural mind that opposes the things of the Spirit.  John 3:1-5 The things of the flesh, and the things of the Spirit are not the same.  It is only through the work of the Holy Spirit within us that we can understand spiritual things.
The “baptism of the Holy Spirit” takes things to a different level of trust.  Speaking in tongues is foolishness to the flesh because it can’t be understood naturally.  When we yield to the baptism of the Holy Spirit we give up the confidence we have in the flesh to control things.

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Have we received the Spirit since we believed?  Have we really gotten a hold of the concept that God is literally working the things of the kingdom from the inside out?  Do we really understand the exceeding greatness of his power in the form of the Holy Spirit at work in us?  Ephesians 1:17-20  Unless we have “spirit inspired God mowwments” we can not understand anything spiritual.
